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< The Complex Legac.. @ Q

culturally sensitive fashion. But in 2007, suicide bombers rammed a busload of
Spanish tourists visiting the moon temple, and no American team has returned
since. The structure is once again disappearing under sand.

At the farm, | tail Hodgson and her overseer in their pickup truck, following an
off-road route over rolling green pastures. Our caravan is briefly stalled when |
leap from my vehicle, then return to slay a huge spider (though perhaps not of
South Arabian proportions) with my rental car agreement. Regaining my
composure, | look up to find myself under the frank stare of a Black Angus bull.
Like her brother, Hodgson has become a cattle rancher. | remember llumquh.

Hodgson shows me some rather extraordinary red velvet couches from
Waikiki, and Phillips’ janbiya collection, and a group of dusty limestone
sacrificial troughs. “The blood came out here,” Hodgson points. Somewhere a
pearl-handled Colt pistol is hidden, but she won't show me where.

Our last stop is an isolated warehouse. What looks like a ten-foot-long brown
banana peel hanging from one wall is actually a python skin. There's a skunk-
fur rug—no, Hodgson corrects me, a monkey-fur rug. When | finally have a
moment to look up, | see that the moon temple’s iconic rectangular columns
have been reconstructed in an atrium-like structure at the center of the
warehouse, centered around a bubbling fountain of water.

The whole place is lined floor to ceiling with ancient stone and clay artifacts
from Yemen and Oman. Hodgson has given many of the intact pieces to the
Smithsonian in recent years. What remains are mostly fragments: human faces
cleaved in half, bulls with their snouts sheared off, and thousands upon
thousands of potsherds.

For a minute it all seems a little vast and hopeless—the decades separating me
from Phillips, the tens of centuries stretching between us and the people who
made this jumble of beautiful objects.

(V 552)
Olgns Smithsonian ale e dlis e oj0
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Smithsonian's Sackler Gallery receives gift of 374 rare
Southern Arabian artifacts

[ §

Head of a woman (kmown as Miriam), Mid-1st century, Yemen. Alabaster, stucco
and lapis lazuli. Gift of The American Foundation for the Study of Man (Wendell
and Merilyn Phillips Collection) Sz013.2.44

WASHINGTON, DC.- The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery today announced a gift of 374 ancient
Arabian artifacts from the American Foundation for the Study of Man. Dating from the eighth
century B.C. to the second century A.D., the objects were unearthed at the ancient city of
Tamna in Yemen and provide invaluable inzight into the little-known history of the southern
Arabian Peninsula. The collection was assembled by American archaeology pioneer Wendell
Phillips in the early 1950s. Together with a team of renowned archaeologists, Phillips compiled
thorough excavation records, creating one of the few fully documented collections of Qataban
artifacts available to researchers that are invaluable to future study of the region.

The donation of the complete Qataban collection to the Saclder is made possible by Merilyn
Phillips Hodgson, president of the AFSM and sister of the late Wendell Phillips.

"This collection provides the Sackler with a fremendous opportunify to shed light on the rich
history and culture of ancient Arabia, and to do so through the discoveries of one of the most
remarkable early archeclogists, Wendell Phillips,” said Julian Raby, The Dame Jillian Sackler
Director of the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery and the Freer Gallery of Art.

Once admired for its fragrant and abundant folizage and lush pastures, the Qataban empire of
the late first millennium B.C. was 2 hub of coltural exchange, central to the ancient trade routes
that extended from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean, Tamna was its bustling capital
city and reached itz peak between the fifth century B.C. and first century AD., when a
mysterious catastrophic fire destroved the city, leaving it buried under lavers of azh and sand
for almeost two millennia.

Tamna remained largely undiscovered until the xggos, when Phillips, a paleontologist,
geologist and a self-taught archaeologist, gathersd a team and began systematic excavations to
unearth and record artifacts using methods that are standard archasological practices today.
His technical methods in excavation and detailed field notes have been critical to the study of
ancient Arabia and have laid the groundwork for more recent explorations.

Highlights among Phillips’ discoveries are & pair of striking bronze lions with the figsure of Eros,
the Greek god of love. on their backs, Known as the "Lions of Tamma.” the skillfully cast
seulptural forms exemplify the vibrant cultural exchange between the Qatzban and Greek
empires. Another collection highlight iz a translucent alabaster head of a young woman, with
lapiz lazuli evebrows and an Egyptian-style hairstyle. Unearthed in the cemetery of Tamna, the
head was named "Miriam" after the daughter of a member of the expedition.

In 1949, Phillips founded the American Foundation for the Study of Man with the mission to
“conduct scientific research, study and investigate man and his habitats with emphasiz on
archaeological investigation, evcavation, preservation, analysis and dissemination of
scientific results,” The collection is part of the AFEM, originally founded in Washington, D.C.,
and corrently based in Falls Church, Va.

Selections from the collection were on view in the Sacklers 2005 exhibition “Caravan
Kingdoms: Yemen and the Ancient Incense Trade.” The Qatzban empire iz one of the least
known of the ancient South Arabian empires, This collection holds potential for new research
and discovery and is a window into an almost forgotten ancient civilization. In celebration of
the AFSM’s gift, the Sackler will mount an exhibition of collection highlights in 2014, while
planning further touring exhibitions and conferences, workshops and public programs to
encourage the study and ressarch of this remarkable zronp of works,

leil

‘One of a pair of large bronze high reliefs each in the form of a striding lioness
surmonnted by a figure of Eros, 1st centory B.C.E.-mid-1st century C.E., Yemen.
EBronze. Gift of The American Foundation for the Study of Man (Wendell and
Merilyn Phillips Collection) Szo13.202
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Thgs - st Century B.C.E-mid-13t cemury C.E., labaster, bronge, Eros, Mid-15% Century, Midem, Yemen
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